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Housing policy

In this paper, we will outline the issues that students face in the housing market and the
overall perspectives on our solutions. The paper particularly addresses the fundamental
problem that there is a lack of affordable places to live for students. A student residence
is a residence that is only offered to students and that meets the needs of students. In
addition, DSF demands a climate-neutral agenda cf. The Danish Climate Act 2020, in the

construction of new and remodelling of existing student housing.

DSF defines a student residence as a broad term for several different housing typologies
in the form of general youth housing, all types of dormitories and private housing with
the primary purpose of housing students. In order for the home to be labelled "study
accommodation", DSF therefore believes that the home must meet the requirements
described below. DSF also believes that a state-recognised group should be set up which
can provide housing labelled as student housing, and that at least half of the members of
this group must be pupils and students. It must not be legal to designate a home as
student housing if it does not meet the requirements set by the state-recognised group.
DSF also recognizes that the selection of student accommodation must be wide enough

to ensure that students with special needs can find accommodation that suits them.

The value of having a home

A well-functioning housing situation is an important prerequisite for students to live a
physically and mentally healthy student life. By securing housing and feeling comfortable in
it, the student can dedicate his time to his studies and other important aspects of his student
life. In general, a good housing situation forms the basis for you as a student to have privacy
and experience stability and calm in your everyday life. What a well-functioning housing
situation entails varies from student to student, but the lack of one can provoke both
insecurity and stress. This also has great significance for students' completion

time and dropouts.

It is important to ensure that no student is forced into an unsafe housing situation.
For certain groups of students in particular, the problem is big. The need to find permanent
accommodation is typically greater for certain groups of students, but it is a general need for

all students.

Right to housing - afford to live

DSF believes that a national housing guarantee should be introduced, which at the start of
studies ensures students an accommodation that meets the criteria and premises outlined in this
paper. This housing guarantee should be administered locally and controlled nationally.
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The design of the student accommodation must be such that the student has at least
space for a private sleeping space, a study space and storage space. There must also be
space for a seating area. In DSF, we want more involvement of students when student
housing is to be built, so that we have a diverse student housing market that is organized
according to the students' needs and wishes, including students with special needs. In
addition, the student must have access to good toilet, bathroom, and kitchen facilities
through his accommodation. We also want a connection to a living room, a

laundry and association rooms. Whether these facilities are shared or belong to the
individual home is secondary. It is required that all student accommodation meet health
and safety requirements.

Student housing must be able to be paid for by students, who must also be able to afford
other everyday expenses. Therefore, the monthly rent incl. electricity, water and heating
for a student residence do not exceed 35% of the SU before tax. Likewise, we want a
maximum deposit for student housing of one month's rent, as well as safe and orderly

conditions for students in terms of move-in and move-out inspections.

The location of one’s home

The location of the student accommodation in relation to the place of study is of crucial

importance. DSF basically believes that it is up to us as students to decide where we live,
but there must be a housing market that allows you to have the opportunity to live close
to the place of study. Therefore, student housing must be accessible by public transport

both during study time and during leisure time.

We must ensure good and free public transport between the place of study, student jobs,
social activities, and student accommodation. We want a maximum transport time to
study with public transport of 30 minutes. Likewise, DSF wants a distance of less than
500m between student accommodation and connection to public transport. Long
transport times have a major impact on students' well-being, as the opportunity to be
socially and academically engaged on and off the course deteriorates. The transport time
must be stable. It must also be possible to get to and from the studio and the city at odd
times, as student life does not necessarily only take place during the daytime. It is also

important that there are several departures per class, as students meet at different times.

It is important to ensure good, continuous, and safe cycle paths in the student towns, as
the bicycle is the primary means of transport for many. The safety and security of cycle
paths in particular is a major challenge that the municipalities must take seriously.

Adequate lighting is a major deficiency along cycle paths both in and outside the cities.

If parts of one's education are located more than 45 minutes by public transport outside

the main city of study for a longer period of the study, the student must be offered
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temporary housing. These homes must meet the same requirements as for general
student housing, as well as be free, or in such a price range that you can keep your

primary home.

More and better housing

Many students are in a difficult situation due to increased inflation and predicted rent
increases. The SU does not follow when inflation and rent rise, and therefore DSF is
fighting for a ceiling on rent increases and to let the SU follow inflation. DSF works to
ensure that there is enough student housing for the students in and around all the
student cities.

In connection with the relocation of education places, new student towns will also arise,
where student housing must also be secured. It requires political action both nationally

and locally.

The most important thing is that adequate and affordable housing is established for
students. DSF must therefore work to ensure that more affordable student housing is
built. These accommodations must be searchable for all students. The municipalities
must make use of the scheme for earmarking plots for general construction and give the
non-profit housing companies the best framework for building housing in the cities. DSF
also believes that politicians at municipal and state level must ensure the conversion of
empty and suitable buildings into student accommodation. Both new construction and
the transformation of buildings into student accommodation must focus on
sustainability. Sustainability means the inclusion of economic, social, ethical, and

environmental aspects.

DSF believes that permanent housing solutions must always be prioritized over
temporary ones. But in order to secure housing for students, DSF also sees temporary
housing as a good, short-term solution to alleviate the acute housing shortage. In this
connection, DSF sees positively that temporary student housing can be located for up to
10 years. There must also be a clear rehousing plan for the moving students when the

temporary accommodation is closed down.

Involvement in the planning and development of new climate-neutral student
housing

Climate change places serious demands on our attention to the environmental impact of
the new construction of, among other things, student accommodation, whether they are
temporary or of a more permanent nature. Therefore, DSF requires action and the
involvement of students in the planning and design of new student housing and the
transformation of existing buildings into student housing with a view to economic,

social, and environmental sustainability.
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DSF believes that greater demands must be made for climate-neutral housing
construction, cf. The Danish Climate Act from 2020. Therefore, DSF calls for an
increased transformation of the existing building structure; industry, business and office
buildings that have the potential to become student housing. This means that the total
cost for the individual student accommodation is lower in terms of its economic and

environmental basis.

It is important to decide on healthy, climate-neutral, and renewable material choices as
well as daylight, natural ventilation, and acoustics, because these are decisive and
supporting elements in the individual student's well-being and well-being in the

accommodation and its architecture.

Climate-neutral student housing and dormitories

The increased global climate change places greater demands on attention to the climate
and environmental impact of both the new construction of student housing and the
transformation of existing buildings into student housing. Special transformation can
significantly reduce the CO2 footprint and at the same time make the creation of student
housing easier. Next, it is of great importance that recycled materials are used, as well as
climate-friendly and healthy interiors in the student accommodation. DSF wants
sustainable, climate-neutral, and affordable student accommodation. More funds must
therefore be set aside for the construction of more climate-neutral student housing and
dormitories in existing buildings and it must be ensured that student housing meets

health and safety requirements.

An end the uncertain housing market

The rental market is extra uncertain for students due to low income, unaffordable
housing, and housing shortages. This problem is structural and therefore requires
structural solutions for students to get out of this precarious situation. The pressured
rental market means that students often end up using fixed-term tenancies while they are
looking for permanent accommodation. However, in many cases it is not possible to
terminate a fixed-term tenancy early if permanent accommodation is available, which
could risk trapping students in subletting for several years in a row. This way of living is
inappropriate in several areas: it can make it difficult to take care of your studies if you
are unsure how long you will have a place to live. There can also be major financial

challenges if you are forced to move frequently.

The short time between admission and the start of the course pushes many students into
private rental, which is not regulated in the same way as the public. Here the rents are
not regulated and there is less control over health and safety and no guarantee of a lease.
There is also less control over moving in and out, which means that many students are
cheated out of repayment of the deposit. In addition, many fixed-term tenancies are also

private. Furthermore, DSF is against private developers building state-subsidised
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student housing, in order to let these out as family housing at higher rents after a shorter
period of time.

We must end the insecure rental market, and therefore it is important that municipal and
national efforts are made for initiatives that make the rental market less pressured, so
that no one is forced to live in fixed-term tenancies or in unsafe conditions. DSF believes
that an initiative must be to ensure a notice period of a maximum of 3 months to avoid
students being trapped in housing contracts. Here, the educational institutions also have
a shared responsibility, and must focus on the amount of housing for students, and
especially when they are involved in renting out student housing.

In state-subsidized youth housing, it is not permitted to be more than one year behind on
your studies. In this situation, you are dismissed from your student residence. This is a
mechanism of progress which puts pressure on students and which DSF believes must

be removed.

Dormitories

At DSF, we are very critical of the fact that some colleges use grade requirements in their
admission of students. This contributes to increasing inequality between students, and
the composition of residents in the dormitories becomes more skewed and less diverse.
DSF is also very critical of the current situation with the repatriation obligation. DSF
must work against municipalities having the opportunity to buy back dormitories via the
repatriation obligation, so that in this way we prevent an even more pressured housing
market in the future. In addition, the obligation to return home ensures that the colleges
do not have an incentive to maintain and renew buildings, as these will be able to be

bought very cheaply by the municipality in the future.

Rights and student influence on the housing market

Students' low income and need to find housing at short notice, combined with the
uncertain conditions of the housing market, means that students are often pressured to
accept terms that others in the housing market would not. It is therefore important that
students can easily find information about their rights and opportunities on the housing
market. Both municipalities and educational institutions have a responsibility to ensure
easily accessible information and guidance so that students can confidently navigate the
housing market. Therefore, it is important to provide information about opportunities for

help through, for example, tenant organizations and free legal aid organizations.

DSF believes that the private housing market, which is targeted at students, must meet
the same standards as non-profit student housing. In this way, residents in private
tenancies must, in the same way as in public tenancies, have the right to resident
democracy, in order to ensure communication between residents and the administration

as well as ensuring the residents' influence on their housing.
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When looking for housing, there are some students with more specific needs, such as
students with disabilities and students with children, who should be given priority for
housing that meets their needs. In addition, we at DSF believe that students who come
geographically far from their educational institution should also have priority for
housing in the vicinity of their educational institution. In addition, DSF must combat
negative discrimination on the housing market, as groups of students may have
disproportionate difficulty in finding housing. Likewise, international students must be
guaranteed the same rights.

Future students who have been assessed as educationally ready for higher education by
case managers must have more rights and opportunities to move into student housing
earlier than 3 months before starting their studies, so that they can have a safer start to
student life. In addition, it must be possible for all new graduates to stay in student

housing for up to 6 months.

It is important that nominations for dormitory and youth housing take place
transparently, according to needs criteria, and that a majority of students sit on the
nomination committees. In addition, it is important that student accommodation is
distributed on the basis of transparent and clear criteria and processes. Applying for
student accommodation must be free of charge and as clear as possible. Therefore, the
structure of the selection committees should be as transparent as possible for students
who would like to look for accommodation near their respective educational institutions.
In most municipalities, one central recommendation committee for student housing is
often the best solution. However, it is important that this consideration takes place in
collaboration with educational institutions and student organizations in the area, as the
same solution does not necessarily work equally well everywhere. In addition, DSF fights
to strengthen resident democracy by ensuring representation of students in relevant

bodies in connection with their housing situation.

There are housing problems in the student towns all over the country, and we must fight
to overcome them. However, these problems can vary from city to city and region to
region, and therefore it is important that we fight the battle for a fair and affordable
housing market both locally, regionally, and nationally, and with an eye for local
variations. Everyone has a right to a home, and everyone must be able to afford to live

after the rent is paid.
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